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About the BVCP and Growing Up Boulder 
The City of Boulder and Boulder County are updating the Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan 
(BVCP), which guides how Boulder will look and feel, its mobility networks, and the natural and 
built environments. Growing Up Boulder is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to center 
young people's rights, voices, and agency to advance equitable and sustainable communities 
for all.​ Growing Up Boulder is partnering with the City of Boulder to ensure that the BVCP 
reflects the voices and needs of children and youth living and spending time in Boulder. Young 
people have provided input to the 2010 and 2017 BVCP updates via both Growing Up Boulder 
and the City’s own Youth Opportunities Advisory Board (YOAB). 

The purpose of this document 
The purpose of this document is to describe how the most recent BVCP, which was updated in 
2020, reflects the needs and priorities of Boulder’s children and youth today, in 2024 and 2025. 
The analysis and information shared in this document is intended for the 2025 BVCP update, so 
that it may be even more responsive to what Boulder’s young people are requesting, and to 
what the data about their well-being suggests.    

UNICEF Child Friendly Cities Initiative 
Concurrent with City’s update of the BVCP, the City of Boulder, Growing Up Boulder, and 
UNICEF USA, are working together to have Boulder recognized as a UNICEF Child Friendly 
Cities Initiative (CFCI). The BVCP and CFCI processes and plans complement each other, as 
both work towards creating healthy and sustainable communities for young people. This 
document will include information about the BVCP and high level information collected as part of 
the CFCI process from children, youth, parents, service providers who work with children, and 
government data on youth well-being. Future documents for this project will delve into greater 
detail about the CFCI process, how we know what we know, and the nuances behind the CFCI 
“priority areas” identified by Boulder’s young people to improve their well-being. These 
documents will also outline a “Youth Action Plan,” which will be a youth-driven, city-adopted 
youth plan for change in Boulder. 
 
The UNICEF Child Friendly Cities Initiative equips cities and communities to support and 
empower children and young people through a flexible, child rights-focused framework to create 
safe, equitable, just, inclusive communities. Child Friendly Cities aim to improve the safety and 
inclusion of children and young people, their meaningful participation, and access to equitable 
social services, safe living environments, and play and leisure opportunities. 
 
CFCI is a framework to help local governments prioritize the needs of children and young 
people, combat discrimination, and elevate youth voices in local governance and decision 
making. CFCI considers children and young people as capable citizens and provides 
opportunities for them to share their needs and opinions, and influence decisions. The 
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framework keeps children and families a priority in the policy-making process and envisions that 
every child can reach their full potential in a supportive community. 
 
Since its inception, CFCI has been adopted in over 3,000 municipalities in over 40 countries. In 
the United States, UNICEF USA is currently piloting CFCI with partners in Alton, Illinois; 
Boulder, Colorado; Decatur, Georgia; Houston, Texas; Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Prince 
George's County, Maryland as the first cohort to implement an ambitious, multi-year process 
toward recognition as a UNICEF Child Friendly City or County.  

BVCP Core Values 
The CFCI process and eventual Youth Action Plan also align with the Core Values of the 2020 
BVCP, especially those highlighted below. 
   
Sustainability as a unifying framework to meet environmental, economic and social goals: 
 

●​ A welcoming, inclusive and diverse community; 

●​ Culture of creativity and innovation; 

●​ Strong city and county cooperation; 

●​ Our unique community identity and sense of place; 

●​ Compact, contiguous development and infill that supports evolution to a more 

sustainable urban form; 

●​ Open space preservation; 

●​ Great neighborhoods and public spaces; 

●​ Environmental stewardship and climate action; 

●​ A vibrant economy based on Boulder’s quality of life and economic strengths; 

●​ A diversity of housing types and price ranges; 

●​ An all-mode transportation system to make getting around without a car easy and 

accessible to everyone; and 

●​ Physical health, safety and well-being. 

Talking about the BVCP with young people 
A key element of a child friendly city is that city policies and plans are described in accessible 
formats to the city’s young people. To this end, Growing Up Boulder recommends using the 
following language, or something similar, regarding the BVCP when communicating the plan to 
people under 18.  Growing Up Boulder wrote this language in conjunction with support from 
generative AI and by asking the AI platform to write at a 5th or 6th grade reading level. 
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Youth-friendly description of the BVCP 

The City and the County of Boulder are updating the “Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan 
(BVCP),” which is a guide to how our community grows and changes over time. The Plan makes 
sure the community has enough space for homes, schools, parks, and businesses while 
protecting nature. It describes how we travel around town, how we protect the environment, and 
how we stay safe. It highlights things that make our city special, like our art and food. This plan 
helps the city and county work together to make Boulder a great place to live now and in the 
future. 

We are asking young people from diverse backgrounds to provide input to the BVCP so it 
reflects what matters most to kids across our city. 

Youth-friendly description of how the BVCP and CFCI align 
 
Through Boulder’s Child Friendly Cities Initiative, we are creating a city “Youth Action Plan,” 
which will talk about three specific areas young people want to make better in Boulder and how 
to do that. The Youth Action Plan will address things we can change right now. The Boulder 
Valley Comprehensive Plan (BVCP) is a guide to how our community will grow and change over 
time. It will address how we can make things better for the future. Together, the Youth Action 
Plan and the BVCP will create a better Boulder for kids, today and in the future. 

Youth Priorities Issues 
Growing Up Boulder - City Projects, 2009 - 2024 

Since Growing Up Boulder was founded in 2009, Growing Up Boulder has been tracking the top 
priorities for youth well-being as identified by Boulder’s youth themselves. The following table 
lists the themes, and descriptions of the themes, that children and youth discuss repeatedly in 
youth participatory planning projects with the City of Boulder.  This table was developed by 
Growing Up Boulder staff, who reviewed all Growing Up Boulder project reports from 
2009-2024.  

Overarching theme Desired Outcomes 
 

Affordable ●​ Inexpensive housing, retail, restaurants, cafes, 
and activities geared to young people 

●​ Kids want to participate in their city, but they often 
can’t afford to 

 
Art and Design ●​ Spaces built with varied, colorful, eco-friendly, 

high quality materials that last 
●​ Art and beauty integrated throughout spaces 
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Overarching theme Desired Outcomes 
 

●​ Interactive art (climbable, touchable, musical, 
responsive, changing) 

Independent mobility ●​ Neighborhoods within a city that are walkable, 
bikeable, bus-able and where young people do 
not need to rely upon adults as chauffeurs 

●​ Safety from cars and people, including well-lit 
underpasses and safe bus waiting spaces 

Inclusive ●​ A city that works for and is welcoming to all ages, 
abilities, genders, races, ethnicities, languages 
and income levels 
 

Mental health  ●​ More mental health services, easier access to 
them, and more holistic approaches  

○​ i.e. Not just traditional therapy but more 
wellness and healing opportunities 
including onsite wellness 
centers/relaxation spaces at schools and 
culturally supportive experiences 

 
Nature connection ●​ More time in nature  

●​ Idea that time in nature builds ecostewardship and 
nature connection and nature connection brings 
hope  

●​ Green spaces/vegetation that is easily accessible, 
plentiful, varied, and beautiful  

●​ Green spaces that encourage or host wild animals 
(birds, squirrels, butterflies) and/or domesticated 
animals (dogs, petting zoos) 

●​ Gardens and fruit trees, edible landscapes 
 

Playful ●​ Play for all ages, including teens 
●​ Play that is not limited to playgrounds—it can and 

should be integrated into everyday spaces  
●​ Play that includes healthy risks 

Safety (Emotional & Physical) ●​ Spaces where young people feel safe hanging out 
and traveling independently 

●​ Public spaces free from drugs and alcohol  
●​ Public spaces free from anti social behaviors, 

such as harassment 
●​ Well-kept public spaces that do not have trash, 

graffiti, feces or drug paraphernalia 
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Overarching theme Desired Outcomes 
 

 
Spaces for youth to hang out ●​ More free or low cost spaces, such as cafes, 

parks (especially where teens can hammock or 
have social play equipment), public plazas, or 
teen-only spaces and/or programs 

●​ Opportunity for leadership roles 
●​ Teen Center in downtown Boulder that is 

welcoming to a diversity of teens (not just one 
clique) 

●​ Belonging and affinity spaces 
 

Voice and decision making ●​ Children and youth want a voice at the table when 
it comes to decisions that affect them. This is 
especially true in their schools, their 
neighborhoods, and overall in the city. 

●​ Teens, especially, want leadership roles 
 

Water features ●​ Access to natural water or fountains, pools and 
water jets for cooling off, playing in, and relaxation 

CFCI Process, 2023-24  

In addition to Growing Up Boulder’s work on individual city projects, Growing Up Boulder has 
been working with the City of Boulder to identify the top priority issues for improvement amongst 
children, youth, parents/caregivers, and service providers as part of the CFCI process.  The 
CFCI team has heard from 1,400 community members between 2023-24 about what matters 
most to them.  Below is a list of topics that young people and government data describe as 
being areas of concern. 
 

●​ Safety in Public  
○​ Verbal harassment, physical harassment and lack of safety due to drug use and 

unpredictable behavior by unhoused individuals in public spaces, such as parks, 
bus stops and pathways 

○​ Discrimination and a felt sense of being unwelcome in public spaces for 
members of minoritized groups based on their identities 

●​ Mental Health  
○​ Bullying (based on identity) 
○​ Stress and sadness 
○​ Too much screentime 
○​ Not enough time in nature  

●​ Equitable Play and Leisure 
○​ Accessible after school activities for Latinx youth 
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○​ Accessible outdoor spaces for children with disabilities 
●​ Youth Voice/Participation  

○​ Voice at school and in the city 
●​ Child Poverty 

○​ High cost of living, low pay 
 
For a more thorough description of how the CFCI team collected and analyzed the data above, 
please refer to Boulder’s State of the Child Report.   
 

Review of child-friendliness of 2020 BVCP 
In preparation for the 2025 BVCP update, Growing Up Boulder reviewed the 2020 BVCP for 
areas that address young people’s needs and well-being. Below are elements of the 2020 plan 
that speak specifically to young people’s needs; for many sections, Growing Up Boulder has 
offered specific language enhancements or ideas to consider as “recommendations.” The 
Growing Up Boulder team also noted that there aren’t descriptions of how many of these 
policies are evaluated or monitored, and if that is a goal of the BVCP, the team would 
recommend adding evaluation and monitoring measures in the areas below; however, it’s 
possible that this level of specificity is not intended for the BVCP.   

Pulling it all together: Comparing the 2020 BVCP with 
Youth-Identified Priorities for Well-Being 

The tables below show how language in the 2020 BVCP aligns with priorities for youth 
well-being from a variety of data sources.  To create this table, the Growing Up Boulder team 
reviewed the BVCP for language: 
 

1.​ Mentioning children and youth 
2.​ Addressing the top 6 youth-identified CFCI priority areas 
3.​ Addressing youth-identified priorities areas from other Growing Up Boulder - City 

participatory planning projects 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VtM9dhWp__qYAWzE6nsz3A-cK6kib_tupZQsppupipM/edit?usp=sharing
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations1

” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General Policy 
Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

Safe from 
bullying 
 
(top priority for 
children, teens 
and parents) 
 
All identities 
equally 
respected  
 
(top priority for 
teens) 

Identity-based 
bullying 
 
Stress and 
Sadness 

 
Lack of belonging 

Safety 
 
Inclusive 
practices 
 
Mental health 

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

(*) Mental 
health was not 
addressed in 
the 
Comprehensive 
Plan. 

8.05 Diversity 

8.06 Mutual 
Respect  

Safe from 
harassment in 
public 
 
(top priority for 
teens and 
parents) 

 Safety 
 
Inclusive 
practices 
 
Mental health 

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

8.05 Diversity 

8.06 Mutual 
Respect  

Safe outdoor 
play areas 
 
(top priority for 
children and 
parents) 

 Safety 
 
Inclusive 
practices 
 
Playful 
 
Water features 

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

Chapter VII, 
Policies, Urban 
Service Criteria 
& Standards 

(*) No mention 
of water 
features for 

8.05 Diversity 

8.08 Health & 
Well-being 

8.12 
Accessibility to 
Schools 

8.06 Mutual 
Respect  

1 “Community Conversations” are similar to focus groups, and Growing Up Boulder, YOAB, and their 
partners heard from almost 900 people via these conversations. 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations1

” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General Policy 
Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

play. Water was 
only mentioned 
for 
environmental 
issues. 

P. 150 
Developed 
Urban Parks 

Give my 
opinions about 
school 
 
(top priority for 
children and 
teens) 

  Section 10, 
Local 
Governance 
and Community 
Engagement 

10.06 Youth 
Engagement 

 

Walk, bike, bus 
safety 
 
(top priority for 
teens and 
parents) 

  Section 6, 
Transportation 

 

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety  

6.08 
Accessibility 
and Mobility for 
All 

8.08 Health & 
Well-being 

8.12 
Accessibility to 
Schools 

8.06 Mutual 
Respect  

Share opinions 
with the city 
 
(top priority for 
children and 
parents) 

  Section 10, 
Local 
Governance 
and Community 
Engagement 

10.06 Youth 
Engagement 
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Additional priorities and themes for child well-being 

CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

Equitable 
access to play 
(due to 
unaffordability of 
activities) 
 
(top priority for 
children) 

Teen participation 
in after school 
activities varies by 
identity 

Inclusive 
Practices 
 
Affordable 

Chapter 1 

Chapter 2 

Section 1, 
Intergovernme
ntal 
Cooperation 

Section 2, Built 
Environment 

Section 5, 
Economy 

Section 6, 
Transportation 

Section 7, 
Local Solutions 
to Affordable 
Housing  

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

Section 9, 
Food & 
Agriculture 

Introduction 

Plan 
Implementation 

1.01 Regional & 
Statewide 
Cooperation 

1.12 Enhanced 
Community 
Benefit 

1.17 Annexation 

1.23 Growth to 
Pay Fair Share 
of New Facility 
Cost 

2.16 Mixed Use 
and Higher 
-density 
Development 

2.35 Building 
Height 

5.04 Vital & 
Productive 
Retail Base 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

5.06 Affordable 
Business Space 
& Diverse 
Employment 
Base 

6.02 Equitable 
Transportation 

6.08  
Accessibility and 
Mobility for All 

7.01 Local 
Solutions to 
Affordable 
Housing 

7.02 Affordable 
Housing Goals 

7.04 
Strengthening 
Community 
Housing 
Partnerships 

7.06 
Strengthening 
Regional 
Housing 
Cooperation 

7.08 Preserve 
Existing Housing 
Stock 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

7.12 
Permanently 
Affordable 
Housing for 
Additional 
Intensity 

7.15 Integration 
of Permanently 
Affordable 
Housing 

7.17 Market 
Affordability 

8.03 Equitable 
Distribution of 
Resources 

8.05 Diversity 

8.08 Health & 
Well-being 

8.21 Arts and 
Cultural 
Facilities 

9.05 Access to 
Healthy Food 

Equitable 
access to play 
(due to lack of 
physical 
accessibility for 
youth with 

 Playful Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

8.05 Diversity 

8.08 Health & 
Well-being 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

disabilities) 
 
(top priority for 
children) 

Chapter VII, 
Policies, Urban 
Service Criteria 
& Standards 

8.06 Mutual 
Respect  

P. 150 
Developed 
Urban Parks 

Equitable 
access to play 
(due to lack of 
cultural 
inclusivity) 
 
(top priority for 
children) 

Teen participation 
in after school 
activities varies by 
identity 
 
Sense of 
belonging varies 
by identity 

 Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

8.05 Diversity 

8.20 Education 
Resources 

8.08 Health & 
Well-being 

8.06 Mutual 
Respect  

Green and blue 
spaces 
 
(not a top 
priority, but kids 
mentioned it) 

Too much time on 
screens 
 
Not enough time 
in nature 

Nature 
connection 
 
Water features 

Section 1, 
Intergovern- 
mental 
Cooperation 

Section 2, Built 
Environment 

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

(*) No mention 
of water 
features for 
play. Water 
was only 

1.12 Enhanced 
Community 
Benefit 

2. The Public 
Realm 

8.08 Health & 
Well-being 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

mentioned for 
environmental 
issues. 

  Spaces for  
Hanging out 

Section 1, 
Intergovernme
ntal 
Cooperation 

Section 2, Built 
Environment 

Section 5, 
Economy 

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

1.12 Enhanced 
Community 
Benefit 

2.2 The Public 
Realm 

2.05 Design of 
Community 
Edges & 
Entryways 

2.22 Urban 
Open Lands 

5.08 Funding 
City Services & 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

8.05 Diversity 

8.08 Health & 
Well-being 

8.15 City Parks 
as Gathering 
Spaces 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

8.19 Information 
Resource/Comm
unity Center 

8.21 Arts & 
Cultural 
Facilities 

  Art and design Section 2, Built 
Environment 

Section 5, 
Economy 

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

2. The Public 
Realm 

2.05 Design of 
Community 
Edges & 
Entryways 

2.1G Enhanced 
Design for all 
projects 

5.08 Funding 
City Services & 
Urban 
Infrastructure 

5.10 Role of 
Arts, Cultural, 
Historic & Parks 
& Recreation 
Amenities 

8.20 Education 
Resources 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

8.21 Arts & 
Cultural 
Facilities 

8.22 The Arts 
and Community 
Culture 

8.23 Public Art 

 Child poverty Affordable (living 
spaces and 
businesses) 

Chapter 1 

Chapter 2 

Section 1, 
Intergovern- 
mental 
Cooperation 

Section 2, Built 
Environment 

Section 5, 
Economy 

Section 6, 
Transportation 

Section 7, 
Housing 

Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

Introduction 

Plan 
Implementation 

1.01 Regional & 
Statewide 
Cooperation 

1.12 Enhanced 
Community 
Benefit 

1.17 Annexation 

1.23 Growth to 
Pay Fair Share 
of New Facility 
Cost 

2.16 Mixed Use 
& 
Higher-Density 
Development 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

Section 9, 
Food & 
Agriculture 

2.35 Building 
Height 

5.04 Vital & 
Productive 
Retail Base 

5.06 Affordable 
Business Space 
& Diverse 
Employment 
Base 

6.02 Equitable 
Transportation 

6.8 Accessibility 
and Mobility for 
All 

7.01 Local 
Solutions to 
Affordable 
Housing 

7.02 Affordable 
Housing Goals 

7.04 
Strengthening 
Community 
Housing 
Partnerships 

7.06 
Strengthening 
Regional 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

Housing 
Cooperation 

7.08 Preserve 
Existing Housing 
Stock 

7.10 Housing for 
a Full Range of 
Households 

7.12 
Permanently 
Affordable 
Housing for 
Additional 
Intensity 

7.15 Integration 
of Permanently 
Affordable 
Housing 

7.17 Market 
Affordability 

8.03 Equitable 
Distribution of 
Resources 

8.05 Diversity 

8.08 Health & 
Well-being 
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CFCI Priority 
Identified By 
Children, Youth 
and Parents in 
“Community 
Conversations” 

CFCI Priority 
Identified by 
Government 
Data 

Theme in 
Growing Up 
Boulder 
Youth 
Participatory 
Planning 
Projects 
2009-2024 

2020 BVCP 
General 
Policy Area 

2020 BVCP 
Specific Policy 
Area 

8.21 Arts and 
Cultural 
Facilities 

9.05 Access to 
Healthy Food 

Emergency 
preparedness 
 
(not a top priority 
but kids 
mentioned it) 

  Section 8, 
Community 
Well-being & 
Safety 

8.09 Resilience 
in Public Safety 
& Risk 
Prevention 

2020 BVCP language addressing priorities2 for youth 
well-being 

The specific language for each of the BVCP sections described in the tables above are included 
below.  All of this language:  
 

1.​ Mentions children and youth 
2.​ Addresses the top 6 youth-identified CFCI priority areas; OR 
3.​ Addresses other areas of youth well-being that are not amongst the 6 top priorities, but 

that are still of concern to young people, as described in CFCI community conversations, 
in CFCI government data, or in repeated topics of interest/concern in Growing Up 
Boulder’s projects during the past 15 years.  

 
Key words are underlined in certain sections below to highlight the topics that were important to 
young people. 

Chapter 1, Introduction 

●​ Location: Page 4 

2 “Priorities” means priority topics for youth well-being identified either by 1) youth in the CFCI process, 2) 
youth in Growing Up Boulder - City projects, or 3) government data collected in the CFCI process. 
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●​ Text: “The Boulder Valley Comprehensive Plan policies guide decisions about growth, 
development, preservation, environmental protection, economic development, affordable 
housing, culture and arts, urban design, neighborhood character and transportation.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Chapter 1, Introduction, The 2015 Major Update - Focus Areas 

●​ Location: Page 14 
●​ Text: “The plan ramps up and includes new policies to support local businesses and to 

conduct analysis of market trends and policies about affordable business space and a 
diverse employment base.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Chapter 2, Plan Organization & Implementation, Plan Implementation 

●​ Location: Page 17 
●​ Text: “The city and county have had success in working together and wish to continue to 

implement the vision set forth in the 1977 Comprehensive Plan, most notably in 
channeling growth to the city’s Service Area, preserving lands outside the Harlow Platts 
Community Park urban growth boundary, through zoning and open space acquisitions, 
keeping the community compact, intensifying the core area, protecting neighborhood 
character, providing for affordable housing and improving alternative transportation 
modes.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 
 

●​ Location: 19 
●​ Text: “The Boulder Land Use Code regulates allowable uses, density, setbacks, height, 

affordable housing requirements, solar access protection and more.“ 
●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 1, Intergovernmental Cooperation: 1.01 Regional & Statewide 
Cooperation 

●​ Location: Page 24 
●​ Text: “Many of the problems and opportunities faced by Boulder and other jurisdictions, 

particularly providing affordable housing, addressing the jobs-housing imbalance, 
creating a healthy economy, improving regional transportation, protecting the 
environment, managing open space, delivering human services and managing growth 
can only be dealt with effectively through regional or statewide cooperation and 
solutions.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 
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Section 1, Intergovernmental Cooperation: 1.12 Enhanced Community 
Benefit 

●​ Location: Page 27 
●​ Text: “Community objectives include without limitation affordable housing, affordable 

commercial space, spaces for the arts, community gathering space, public art, land for 
parks, open space, environmental protection or restoration, outdoor spaces and other 
identified social needs and services.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 1, Intergovernmental Cooperation: 1.17 Annexation 

●​ Location: Page 28 
●​ Text: “For annexation consideration, emphasis will be given to the benefits achieved 

from the creation of permanently affordable housing.” 
●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 1, Intergovernmental Cooperation: 1.23 Growth to Pay Fair 
Share of New Facility Cost 

●​ Location: Page 30 
●​ Text: “Growth will be expected to pay its own way with the requirement that new 

development pay the cost of providing needed facilities and an equitable share of 
services, including affordable housing, and mitigate negative impacts such as those to 
the transportation system.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 2, Built Environment, 2 The Public Realm 

●​ Location: Page 34 
●​ Text: “The design of the public realm plays a major role in defining the character, identity 

and aesthetic quality of the city overall and individual neighborhoods. It also serves a 
variety of important functions contributing to transportation mobility, passive and active 
recreation, community resilience, gathering places, opportunities to connect to nature 
and each other, opportunity to express culture, creativity and arts, enhancement of air 
and water quality and mitigation of urban heat island effects.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 2, Built Environment, 2.05 Design of Community Edges & 
Entryways 

●​ Location: Page 39 

 



22 

●​ Text: “Natural features are most effective as edges, but public open land, major 
roadways, gathering spaces, public art or heavy tree planting can also function as 
community edges.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 2, Built Environment, 2.16 Mixed Use & Higher-Density 
Development 

●​ Location: Page 42 
●​ Text: “The city will encourage well-designed mixed-use and higher-density development 

that incorporates a substantial amount of affordable housing in appropriate locations, 
including in some commercial centers and industrial areas and in proximity to multimodal 
corridors and transit centers.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 2, Built Environment, 2.22 Urban Open Lands 

●​ Location: Page 48 
●​ Text: “Open lands within the fabric of the city are an important part of Boulder’s public 

realm and provide recreational opportunities, transportation linkages, gathering places 
and density relief from the confines of the city as well as protection of the environmental 
quality of the urban environment.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 2, Built Environment, 2.35 Building Height 

●​ Location: Page 51 
●​ Text: “The city will consider additional height (up to the City Charter 55-foot height limit) 

as an incentive in exchange for community benefits that further other community 
objectives such as the provision of permanently affordable housing (as described in 
Policy 1.11).” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 2, Built Environment: 2.41 Enhanced Design for All Projects, 
G Human scale and art in public spaces 

●​ Location: Page 53 
●​ Text: “Projects should provide pedestrian interest along streets, paths and thoughtfully 

designed public spaces that support a mix of events, destinations and art. Projects 
should model investment in public art in the city, and the city should encourage 
individuals, businesses, organizations and developers to invest in improvements to 
public spaces through the addition of meaningful, innovative and quality works of art.” 

●​ Recommendation: Consider adding “elements of play” to improve public spaces. 
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Section 5, Economy: 5.04 Vital & Productive Retail Base 

●​ Location: Page 70 
●​ Text: “The city recognizes the importance of its retail base, including restaurants, and 

maintaining affordable retail space.” 
●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 5, Economy: 5.06 Affordable Business Space & Diverse 
Employment Base 

●​ Location: Page 71 
●​ Text: “The city and county will further explore and identify methods to better support 

businesses and non-profits that provide direct services to residents and local businesses 
by addressing rising costs of doing business in the city, including the cost of commercial 
space. The city will consider strategies, regulations, policies or new programs to 
maintain a range of options to support a diverse workforce and employment base and 
take into account innovations and the changing nature of the workplace.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 5, Economy: 5.08 Funding City Services & Urban 
Infrastructure 

●​ Location: Page 71 
●​ Text: “The city will continue to plan for and invest in urban amenities and infrastructure 

(e.g., bike paths, parks, shared and managed parking, public spaces, quality gathering 
places, cultural destinations and public art) as well as community services (e.g., open 
space and mountain parks, high speed internet, fire-rescue, public safety and senior 
services).” 

●​ Recommendation: Consider adding “play elements.” 

Section 5, Economy: 5.10 Role of Arts, Cultural, Historic & Parks & 
Recreation Amenities 

●​ Location: Page 71 
●​ Text: “The city and county recognize arts and culture, historic, and parks and recreation 

amenities as important contributors to the city’s economic vitality and quality of life. The 
city and county will work to support and, as appropriate, enhance the resiliency, 
sustainability and innovation of arts, cultural, historic, and parks and recreation amenities 
so they continue to contribute to the economic vitality of the community, provide unique 
offerings and foster meaningful connections to Boulder among its residents, workforce 
and visitors.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 
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Section 6, Transportation: 6.02 Equitable Transportation 

●​ Location: Page 75 
●​ Text: “New transportation technologies and advanced mobility options provide Boulder 

with an opportunity to expand affordable transportation choices to those who need them 
the most, including those who cannot use existing fixed route transit such as service and 
shift workers.” 

●​ Recommendation: Consider adding “children and youth” here in addition to service and 
shift workers. 

Section 6, Transportation: 6.08 Accessibility and Mobility for All 

●​ Location: Page 77 
●​ Text: “The city and county will continue development of a complete all-mode 

transportation system accommodating all users, including people with mobility 
impairments, youth, older adults, non-English speakers and low-income persons.” 

●​ Text: “Efforts should focus on giving people options to live well without a car and may 
include prioritizing affordable public transportation and transit passes, new technologies 
such as electric bikes, mobility services and prioritizing connections between multimodal 
transportation and affordable housing to facilitate affordable living.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing 

●​ Location: Page 81 
●​ Text: “Housing trends facing the community include:  

○​ The growing difficulty of providing affordable housing attractive to families with 
children in a land-constrained community; and  

○​ The need to evaluate regulations that creatively accommodate an expanding 
variety of household types, including multi-generational households.”  

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.01 Local Solutions for Affordable Housing  

●​ Location: Page 82 
●​ Text: “The city and county recognize that affordable housing provides a significant 

community benefit and will continually monitor and evaluate policies, processes, 
programs and regulations to further the region’s affordable housing goals.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.02 Affordable Housing Goals 

●​ Location: Page 82 
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●​ Text: “The city will study and consider substantially increasing the proportion of housing 
units permanently affordable to low-, moderate- and middle-income households beyond 
our current goal of at least ten percent of the housing stock for low and moderate 
incomes.” 

●​ Text: “City resources will also be directed toward maintaining existing permanently 
affordable housing units and increasing the stock of permanent affordable housing 
through preservation of existing housing.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.04 Strengthening Community Housing 
Partnerships 

●​ Location: Page 83 
●​ Text: “The city and county will create and preserve nonprofit and private sector 

partnerships dedicated to community housing needs by supporting nonprofit agencies 
and private entities that create and maintain permanently affordable housing in the 
community.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.06 Strengthening Regional Housing 
Cooperation 

●​ Location: Page 83 
●​ Text: “Affordable housing is a regional issue that requires the city and county to work 

with neighborhoods and other public and private partners to develop and innovate 
regional housing solutions.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.08 Preserve Existing Housing Stock 

●​ Location: Page 83 
●​ Text: “Special efforts will also be made to preserve and rehabilitate existing housing 

serving low-, moderate- and middleincome households and to promote a net gain in 
affordable and middle-income housing.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.10 Housing for a Full Range of Households  

●​ Location: Page 85 
●​ Text: “The city and county will encourage preservation and development of housing 

attractive to current and future households, persons at all stages of life and abilities, and 
to a variety of household incomes and configurations. This includes singles, couples, 
families with children and other dependents, extended families, non-traditional 
households and seniors.”  
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●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.12 

●​ Location: Page 85 
●​ Text: “The city will develop regulations and policies to ensure that when additional 

intensity is provided through changes to zoning, a larger proportion of the additional 
development potential for the residential use will be permanently affordable housing for 
low-, moderate- and middle-income households.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.15 Integration of Permanently Affordable 
Housing 

●​ Location: Page 86 
●​ Text: “Permanently affordable housing, whether publicly, privately or jointly developed 

and financed will be dispersed throughout the community. Where appropriate, the city 
will encourage new and affordable units provided on the site of and integrated into new 
housing developments.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 7, Housing: 7.17 Market Affordability 

●​ Location: Page 86 
●​ Text: “The city will encourage and support efforts to provide market rate housing priced 

to be more affordable to middle-income households by identifying opportunities to 
incentivize moderately sized and priced homes.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety 

●​ Location: Page 87 
●​ Text: "Ensuring healthy starts for children and youth development with encouragement 

and opportunities to be contributing members of the community." 
●​ Recommendation: none  

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.03 Equitable Distribution 
of Resources 

●​ Location: Page 88 
●​ Text: "The city and county will work to ensure that human services are accessible, 

available and affordable to those most in need." 
●​ Recommendation: none 
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Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.05 Diversity 

●​ Location: Page 89 
●​ Text: "The community values diversity as a source of strength and opportunity. The city 

and county will support inclusion of racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and cultural diversity 
into physical, social, cultural and economic environments." 

●​ Recommendation: Include “and all ages, including the youngest and oldest members of 
our community,” into the language above. 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.06 Mutual Respect  

●​ Location: Page 89 
●​ Text: “The city and county value all residents and visitors and promote mutual respect. 

The city and county strive to ensure community members are safe from discrimination 
and physical violence.” 

●​ Recommendation: Young people have noted a variety of instances in Boulder where 
they do not feel safe from discrimination and are concerned about physical violence, so 
this language is particularly important. The Plan might also add the word “verbal 
harassment” to this section as well, as youth have shared being verbally harassed in 
public. Is there also a possibility of mentioning youth specifically here? 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.08 Health & Well-being 

●​ Location: Page 89 
●​ Text: "The city and county strive to ensure that the community continues to be a leader 

in promoting physical, mental and social well-being of community members, and will 
support recreational, cultural, educational and social opportunities. The city and county 
recognize that a healthy diet and physical activity are essential to individual and 
community well-being. Neighborhood and community design will encourage physical 
activity and healthy eating by establishing easy access to parks and trails, opportunities 
to purchase healthy foods and locating activity centers close to where people live, work 
and attend school." 

●​ Recommendation: Include “connection with nature” as key to mental and physical 
health, and that including nature in neighborhood design is essential to health and 
well-being. 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.09 Resilience in Public 
Safety & Risk Prevention  

●​ Location: Page 89 
●​ Text: “The city and county will provide focused efforts around public safety, risk 

prevention and early intervention. Working with the community, the city and county will 
strive to prepare all segments of the community for uncertainty and disruptions by 
encouraging community and individual preparedness and creating a culture of risk 
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awareness. The city and county will prepare for, respond to and manage wildfire hazards 
by implementing wildland-urban interface regulations and developing, updating and 
implementing multi-hazard mitigation programs and plans.” 

●​ Recommendation: This section does not specifically address children and youth. Young 
people have requested more information about and input into emergency preparedness 
in Boulder. In addition, in regards to “public safety,” youth have discussed feeling unsafe 
due to erratic and threatening behaviors by people using substances or experiencing 
mental illness in public places. 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.12 Accessibility to 
Schools 

●​ Location: Page 91 
●​ Text: “The city and county will work with the Boulder Valley School District to develop 

safe and convenient pedestrian, bicycle and transit access for students to existing and 
new schools. New school facilities will be located so that school-age children have the 
opportunity to arrive safely on their own.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.15 City Parks as 
Gathering Spaces 

●​ Location: Page 91 
●​ Text: "The city will strive to ensure its public parks within residential areas are gathering 

places for neighbors and community members to build relationships and social ties that 
encourage safety and support within neighborhoods." 

●​ Recommendation: Consider calling out equity here.  Youth (and people of all ages) 
should feel comfortable being who they are and feel a sense of belonging inclusive of 
their multiple identities. 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.19 City Parks as 
Gathering Spaces 

●​ Location: Page 93 
●​ Text: "Other community gathering spaces and information sources include the city and 

county websites, municipal buildings and recreation and senior centers." 
●​ Recommendation: Consider calling out equity here. 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.20 Education Resources 

●​ Location: Page 93 
●​ Text: "The city will seek to provide educational, cultural and literacy resources and 

opportunities for the community. The city will develop and maintain resources to assist 
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learners and students of all ages, including support for formal education programs, and 
provide public workspaces and independent learning resources." 

●​ Recommendation: Consider calling out equity here. 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.21 Arts and Cultural 
Facilities 

●​ Location: Page 93 
●​ Text: "The city supports neighborhood serving arts and cultural amenities, including 

public sculptures, murals, plazas, studio space and community gathering spaces. The 
city and county will encourage the provision of venues and facilities for a wide range of 
arts and cultural expressions that are available and affordable to everyone. The city 
supports neighborhood serving arts and cultural amenities, including public sculptures, 
murals, plazas, studio space and community gathering spaces.” 

●​ Recommendation: Consider integrating play or playful designs into this section. 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.22 The Arts and 
Community Culture 

●​ Location: Page 94 
●​ Text: "The city and county recognize and support the arts and community members’ 

easy access to cultural experiences. Arts and culture advance civic dialogue, awareness 
and participation, contribute to people’s authentic expression of diversity and promote 
community inclusion. The city and county will encourage a rich mix of cultural offerings 
by supporting cultural organizations, artists, the expression of culture and creativity in the 
public realm and Boulder’s cultural destinations.” 

●​ Recommendation: Consider integrating play or playful designs into this section. 

Section 8, Community Well-being & Safety: 8.23 Public Art 

●​ Location: Page 94 
●​ Text: "The city and county recognize the importance of public art and the environmental 

vibrancy it instills.” 
●​ Recommendation: Consider integrating play or playful designs into this section. 

Section 9, Food & Agriculture: 9.05 Access to Healthy Food 

●​ Location: Page 98 
●​ Text: "The city and county support increased growth, sales, distribution and 

consumption of foods that are healthy, sustainably produced and locally grown for all the 
Boulder Valley residents with an emphasis on affordable access to and long-term 
availability of food.” 

●​ Recommendation: none 
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Section 10, Local Governance and Community Engagement: 10.06 
Youth Engagement 

●​ Location: Page 101 
●​ Text: "The city and county support youth engagement and partner with organizations in 

the community to offer opportunities to youth for civic engagement and education. This 
activity is intended to foster innovative thinking and leadership." 

●​ Recommendation: The Plan might also include that including youth voices leads to 
more engaged youth citizens and demonstrates respect for their viewpoints as Boulder 
residents. It also strengthens a democratic process in Boulder. In addition, the Plan 
might specifically say that “our goal is for the city to meet the needs of its youngest and 
oldest community members, and if we achieve this goal, it will ensure the city works for 
all ages.” 

Master Plan Summaries 

●​ Location: Page 131 
●​ Several city master plans, including Parks and Recreation, Transportation, Library, 

Community Cultural Plan refer to “youth engagement” as a goal.  
●​ Recommendation: none  

Chapter VII, Urban Service Criteria and Standards: Developed Urban 
Parks 

●​ Location: Page 150 
●​ Text: "Location and Adequacy of Equipment and Facilities: Provide playground facilities 

for toddlers, preschoolers and school-age children up through age 12 within one-quarter 
to one-half mile of residents.” 

●​ Text: "Provide playground facilities for toddlers, preschoolers and school-age children up 
through age 12 within one-quarter to one-half mile of residents.” 

●​ Recommendation: Could it be playground facilities and/or nature play?  Playgrounds 
are not the only option for children to engage in outdoor free play, and nature play might 
be even more important or as important. 

Conclusion: Recommendations for 2025 BVCP 
Updates 
The Growing Up Boulder team found that the 2020 BVCP already includes many references to 
children and youth and considers many of their top needs and priorities. To make the 2025 
BVCP even more child-friendly, Growing Up Boulder recommends adding more language 
around: 
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●​ Youth participation: Consider mentioning youth participation in more than one area of 
the plan.  

●​ Nature connection: Planners should consider adding language about nature 
connection, which shows up in the form of natural elements built within housing sites, 
natural elements woven into transportation corridors, and nature play in parks, 
playgrounds and elsewhere.  

●​ Play: Another element that is essential to young people’s well-being is play. Growing Up 
Boulder recommends adding “play” and “playful elements” into the BVCP, as play is not 
only “the work of children,” but it is key for adult well-being as well.  

●​ Water features: Children and teens universally request water features, in the form of 
pop-up jets or sprays, pools, creeks and fountains (which they can interact with, not just 
look at). Not only is water play fun for young people, but it helps young people and their 
caregivers stay safer as temperatures rise due to climate change. 

●​ Mental health: Prioritizing mental health is essential not just to young people but to all 
ages after the Boulder community has faced the multiple traumas of the covid pandemic, 
the King Soopers shooting, wildfires, and ongoing identity-based discrimination. 

●​ Safety: Consider stronger or more specific language around bullying and physical and 
verbal harassment, as per young people’s concerns expressed in the CFCI process.  

Looking ahead 

This document should serve as a starting point for understanding how to include youth needs, 
voices, and priorities in the BVCP.  While Growing Up Boulder adults have offered input to the 
BVCP based on their engagements with young people and by reviewing government data 
around youth well-being in Boulder, the Growing Up Boulder team recommends consulting 
directly with young people to ensure adults are accurately capturing their viewpoints.  
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