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Why young children’s opinions
matter for the BUFSP:

Young children’s preferences can help professional planners
and home landscapers alike make decisions about which
trees to plant, especially in child-friendly areas, such as
parks, schools, and homes.

Our children prefer trees that:
Provide shade

Have berries, seed pods, and acorns to
squish and use for imaginative play

Encourage wildlife (squirrels and chipmunks)
Are deciduous, so they can play in the leaves

Bear fruit, because they can eat the fruit
and climb these trees more easily

“I find the seed pods inside
the leaves and play with the
seeds.”

Drawings created by children learning about
the Emerald Ash Borer Beetle at Boulder
County Head Start

“Trees give me shade.
I LOVE shade.”

Drawings created by children at Boulder
Journey School while exploring
the trees on their outdoor classroom

This project was facilitated by Growing Up Boulder as a collaboration among the City of Boulder, Boulder Journey Schoal,
and Boulder County Head Start. Growing Up Boulder is Boulder's Child-and Youth-Friendly City Initiative, based out of the
Community Engagement Design and Research Center at the University of Colorado Boulder; Its mission is to empower
Boulder's young people with opportunities for inclusion, influence, and deliberation on local issues that affect their lives.



