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A BIG Thank You! 

To youth who participated through…

• Plan meetings and focus groups

• The Community Assembly, where 6 out of 48 members were 
youth

• Youth Opportunity Advisory Board (YOAB) meetings

• Experiments in public art

• Boulder’s Child Friendly Cities Initiative (CFCI process), where 
900 children and youth shared what mattered most

• 16 year of participatory planning projects with the City and 
Growing Up Boulder

This draft plan exists because YOU showed up and 
had a voice in shaping it. 



Now, we want to hear 
youth feedback on the 
draft plan.



What is the Boulder Valley?



A 20-year vision for the Boulder Valley

• Policies: what & why (not how)

• Future Land Use

• Guides decisions on land use, housing, 
transportation, climate, economy and 
more 

• Informs future budgeting, regulations and 
programs

What is the Comprehensive Plan?



Youth said these issues matter most

• Addressing and reducing bullying
• Improving safety and belonging
• Sharing opinions with decision-makers
• Mental health and well-being
• Connecting to nature

• Affordability
• Traveling the city by themselves
• Places to hang out and play
• Sustainability and resilience



reflect what youth care about

We think these parts of the plan

Do you agree?



The Plan’s Community Vision
Our community works together to ensure 

everyone belongs, to create opportunities for all 
and to sustain the health of the Boulder Valley for 

future generations



The Plan’s Community Values 

             

         

            

               

          

                 

             

     

    

                

           



Commitment to equity and inclusion = 
 belonging  and  bullying

• Land acknowledgement on page 1

• Boulder’s planning history has hurt equity — and the 
plan says so 

• First-ever equity analysis for this plan

• Policy #1 is:  Equity, Racial Justice and Social 
Resilience

• New policy to work with local Indigenous 
communities 

• Equity goals for every type of land use

• Language changed from “welcoming” to ”belonging”

• “All abilities” repeated in plan



Policies about safety

84. Community Safety

“The city manages risk and employs holistic problem 
solving and crime prevention strategies to support a 
safe community, safe schools and safe participation 
in active public life.”

Safety topics address: natural disasters, climate 
change, traffic, and acknowledgement that “feelings 
of safety and inclusion across the county are 
challenged.”



Policies about youth voice and needs

82. Planning for an age-inclusive community

The city and county support an age-inclusive community that 
is mindful of and responsive to population trends and 
projections. An age-inclusive community has appropriate 
infrastructure, services and programs that benefit all members 
from children to older adults.

97. Community Engagement

“The city supports elevating youth engagement and input in 
long-range policy making as they may be disproportionately 
affected by decisions that take decades to realize.” 



Policies about mental health and well-being

65. Social infrastructure

88. Parks and recreation facilities and programs 
(specifically mentions youth)

77. Housing and supportive services

78. Housing and supports for people 
experiencing homelessness

Open space description



Policies about nature connection

14

89. Nature Everywhere
“The city supports the creation, care and 
activation of accessible nature spaces 
throughout the community, affording equitable 
opportunities to live, learn and play in nature to 
all community members.”

Key part of a neighborhoods: parks and green 
space, nature-based climate solutions, street 
trees, connection to nature

Creeks, streams and ponds: help people cool 
off, support animals, help the environment



Policies about affordability

28. Inclusive, Diverse and Welcoming Community

“Policies and programs support equitable access to housing, employment, 
education, services, and public spaces, ensuring that all community 
members can fully participate and thrive throughout the Boulder Valley.”

54. Local Business and Affordable Space

64. Arts, Culture and Heritage Investment

The city supports a diverse range of affordable and accessible arts and 
cultural experiences 

69. Joyful and Community-Centered Transportation System

81. Permanently Affordable Housing Goal

“The city commits to ensuring 15% of all homes will be permanently 
affordable for low-, moderate-, and middle-income households by 2035.”



Policies about traveling around town

16

Many mentions: of well-connected communities, mobility 
choices, safe and inclusive mobility, fast, frequent and reliable 
transit.

29. 15-Minute Neighborhoods
The city encourages the evolution of “15-minute 
neighborhoods.” 15-minute neighborhoods are diverse, 
inclusive and connected areas in which services and amenities 
are easily and equitably accessible within 15 minutes from 
home for pedestrians of all abilities.

69. Joyful and Community-Centered Transportation System

70. Multimodal Transportation Strategy



Policies about hanging out, play and fun

Play mentioned throughout the plan for the first time!

Gathering spaces and places mentioned throughout

69. Joyful and Community-Centered Transportation Experience

“a transportation system that prioritizes an enjoyable, safe, fun, and community-centered 
experience for members of the traveling public of all ages”

60. Night Economy

a “vibrant night-time economy that expands access to jobs, services, and amenities beyond 
traditional business hours” and “a safe, inclusive and well-connected night-time environment”

88. Parks and Recreation Facilities and Programs

“The city supports access to services for young people…Public spaces and services are designed 
to build social cohesion, support health and well-being, and advance access for all.” 

89. Nature Everywhere

“Play in nature”



Policies about sustainability 
and resilience

29. 15-minute neighborhoods

30. Urban natural infrastructure

34. Climate action

65. Social infrastructure

74. Resilient infrastructure

85. Disasters and public health risks

86. Fire adapted communities

88. Parks and recreation



Thank You!

What do you think?
Provide feedback by April 6

To learn more, visit: Aboulderfuture.org

Nuestrofuturoboulder.org

Contact us

future@boulderfuture.gov

or info@growingupboulder.org

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/0bda9332e8fb4584aa7a580f9a59d4c8
mailto:future@boulderfuture.gov
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